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RESOLUTION OF EURASIAN OMBUDSMAN ALLIANCE ONLINE MEETING DEDICATED TO THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II

APRIL 29 2020

We, the participants in the video conference meeting of the Eurasian Ombudsman Alliance held on 29 April 2020,

Having considered the question of the protection of the right to historical memory in the context of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the end of the Second World War;

Guided by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/74/136 of 18 December 2019 on combating the glorification of Nazism,

Mindful of the horrors of the Second World War, and stressing in this regard that the victory over Nazism has contributed to the creation of conditions for the establishment of the United Nations an international system for the protection of human rights,

Basing ourselves on the need to unite the efforts of the institutions for the protection of human rights in countering all practices of justification and glorification ideologies of cruelty and inhumanity,

 Seeking cooperation for the benefit of preserving historical memory and the inadmissibility of revising the paradigms of the outcomes of the Second World War,

Expressing the view of the national human rights institutions that have delegated us,

1. With deep respect, we thank the veterans of the Second World War who secured victory over Nazism in 1945. We consider the protection of their rights to be a priority for the joint work among the members of the Eurasian Ombudsman Alliance.

2. Express deep concern about the glorification, in any form, of the Nazi movement and neo-Nazism.

3. Support the provisions of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/74/136 of 18 December 2019 «Combating glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance».

4. Emphasize that the international humanitarian legal consequences of the Second World War, including the establishment of the United Nations and the international system for the protection of human rights at the universal and regional levels, are civilizational achievements and a value for the entire world community.

5. Consider any attempts to revise the outcome of the Second World War as a threat to the international system and principles for the protection of human rights that have emerged from the bitter experience of the Second World War.

6. Support preserving historical truth and memory, the unacceptability of the distortion of the history of the Second World War, and the need to oppose the falsification of the heroic mission of the victorious countries and their peoples in liberation from Nazism.
7. Note the inadmissibility of the glorification and attempts to elevate to the rank of national heroes those criminals who fought against the anti-Hitler coalition, collaborated with the Nazi movement and committed grave crimes during the Second World War.
8. Express deep concern at the increase in cases of desecration or destruction of monuments erected in honour of those who fought against Nazi aggression and occupation during the Second World War. Emphasize the need to preserve and properly care for military graves and military monuments of the Second World War.
9. We will ensure to conduct a comprehensive human rights lesson «The Year of Memory and Glory» in educational institutions on the territory of the Eurasian Ombudsman Alliance in 2020.
10. Сall upon national and international human rights institutions to develop actively, through the means available to them, the practices of intergenerational transmission of historical memories and provide legal education to a wide range of people, including young people.
11. Suggest introducing regular school curricula for middle and high school students on the study of historical written documents, photo-film documents, as well as testimonies of modern and best examples of artistic creativity on issues of the Second World War. Believe that in doing so we will pay tribute to the veterans of the Second World War and ensure the realization of the rights of youth and future generations to the historical memory of people and countries that defeated fascism.
12. Call upon the Governments of our States to pay special attention to the social safety nets regarding veterans of the Second World War and the elderly.
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